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A MAN who tricked model 
aircraft enthusiasts into 
paying hundreds of pounds 
for items which were never 
delivered has escaped jail.

Despite having a previous 
conviction for fraud, conman 
Kevin Crellin was given a sus-
pended sentence by a Judge at 
Warwick Crown Court.

The 48-year-old, of Tyne 
Hill House, Sibford Gower, 
near Shipston, had earlier 
pleaded guilty to eight charges 
of fraud.

Crellin, formerly of Mill 
Lane, Newbold-on-Stour, was 
also ordered to do 200 hours 
of unpaid work and pay a total 
of £830 compensation to his 
victims and £1,200 costs.

Prosecutor Simon Ward 
said none of the eight com-
plainants had got their money 
back and they were all ‘really 
quite upset’.

In 2009 Crellin responded 
to wanted adverts posted by 
model aircraft enthusiasts 
on the website of the British 
Model Flying Association and 

to two others on a camping 
website.

Among his victims was 
Philip Tibbitts who was after 
a particular glider, and Crellin 
offered to sell him one for £95, 
so he sent off his payment but 
never received the glider.

John Bromsgrove wanted a 
model aircraft engine which 
Crellin, using the false name 
John Hardwick, offered to sell 
to him for £45, and again that 
did not arrive.

Others sent him payments 
which included £30 for a 
model aircraft engine exhaust, 
£150 for a model helicopter 
engine and £160 for a radio-
controlled model Lancaster 
bomber.

The court when the items 
did not arrive Crellin ‘fobbed 
people off’ with long and con-
voluted excuses.

One customer who did get 
his money back was the man 
who had paid for the model 
Lancaster, whose refund was 
sent after Crellin had been 
arrested and interviewed by 
the police.

Aircraft model con 
artist escapes jail

Conman Kevin Crellin walks free from court (s)

Crellin was jailed back in 
2005 for two years after con-
ning meals and other treats 
from his victim by claiming he 
was dying of cancer.

Edward Soulsby, defending, 
handed in a medical report 
from an endocrinologist, 
together with a photograph of 
Crellin’s condition, which he 
did not specify in court, but 
which he said would lead to 
‘torment in a custodial envi-
ronment.’

Mr Soulsby added Crellin 
had started a job and his first 
pay cheque was due at the end 
of the month.

Sentencing Crellin, Judge 
Paul Farrer QC told him: “The 
offence amounted to ‘a calcu-
lated and persistent fraud’.

But he accepted the offenc-
es were committed against ‘a 
severe financial background’ 
and that Crellin was a man 
who had serious medical prob-
lems.
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Local Family Business
All types of window blinds available

Home selection of curtains and accessories
Awnings, Canopies & Shutters

Visit our showroom Open 6 days a week Mon-Sat.
Carlton House, Arrow Road North, Redditch B98 8NN

TEL: 01527 60054
Why not look us up on the net... carltonblinds.net

Carlton Blinds & curtains
Superiors in Window Interiors Member of BBSA

Special Offers
on

Vertical Blinds

★ FREE HOME VISIT
★ FREE QUOTATION
★ FREE FITTING
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FROM COMPLETE RE-ROOF AND
NEW ROOFS TO MINOR REPAIR

Call now for a free, no obligation quote. All work
covered by an insurance backed ten year guarantee

BLACKMINSTER
Telephone: 0800 0381 500 or visit www.homestyle-group.co.uk
Unit 10 Blackminster Business Park, Blackminster, Evesham, Worcs WR11 7RE

Roofing
over 20 years experience

CALLNOW FORAUTUMNOFFERS

STATION GARDEN
NURSERIES

WINTER PANSIES £4 PER TRAY OF 15
Polyanthus, Wall Flowers, Forget Me Not,

Sweet Williams etc.
Good Range of Bulbs and Winter Foliage

Baskets and Containers Ready Planted or Bring
Yours In For A Refill.

Blackminster, Near Badsey, Evesham, Worcs.
WR11 7TF • 01386 832698

OPEN 7 DAYS

STRATFORD ENERGY
SOLUTIONS LTD is a
local electrical con-
tracting & renewable
energy company that
was established last
year.

They have seen a huge
growth in the demand for
renewable energy and are
now well established as a
market leader in their field.

Recently, they installed a
3.78kW system consisting of
18 x Solar Panels on a barn
conversion near Stratford-
upon-Avon. 

The estimated annual
generation of electricity is
3,213 units (kW/h) which the
homeowner will be paid
43.3p per unit = £1,391. This
income is guaranteed at this

rate for 25 years although it
is index linked and also tax
free.

This electricity is then free
to use for the householder
and on top of that any
surplus electricity is sold
back to National Grid at
3.1p. If the customer uses
50% of the electricity then
they will save £209 per year
on their electricity bill and
they will earn nearly £50
from the export.

A total income of nearly
£1,650 per year – this gives a
return on investment of over
12%; better than any
bank!!!!!

Andy commented “this
was a tricky installation as we
had to re-bed many of the
old clay tiles, but we still had
the system up and running in
just over 2 days”.

Stratford Energy Solutions
offer other renewables like
Air & Ground Source Heat
pumps and welcome
enquiries from domestic,
agricultural and commercial
clients.

Call them for a no
obligation survey of your
property on 01789 262411
or visit their website
www.stratfordenergy.co.uk


